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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE CONGRATULATIONS TO MASON

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDEN).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 3, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TIiM
HOLDEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Divine source of eternal light and ev-
erlasting life, we offer You praise and
thanks for the blessings You give us as
families and as a Nation. Forgive us
our narrow-minded self-centeredness.
With a vision of faith, help us to see
the goodness around us. May we truly
recognize the actual needs of our
brothers and sisters in the human fam-
ily and establish bonds of solidarity in
the community of nations.

Deepen our belief in the religious sin-
cerity of others, our belief in represent-
ative government and our belief in
Your divine Providence. Show us how
to strengthen our collaboration with
others and manifest our true destiny as
a Nation in world history. For You are
our sovereign Lord now and forever.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CARNAHAN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CARNAHAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain requests for up to
five 1-minute speeches on each side.

————————

ECONOMIC DISASTER UNWINDS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. The economic
disaster continues to unwind. Of
course, there was reckless lending, bad
investment, cheating and, yes, bad bor-
rowing. But the major failure was of
this administration and Congress over
the last 7 years. I commend Chairman
FRANK for his understanding and resist-
ing the rush to less regulation and
oversight, while there was far more
risk taken on in our economic system.

There is a seriously flawed Senate
package moving its way forward. We
must remember the people who need
help the most, by reforming bank-
ruptcy laws so that we do not favor the
speculator over the homeowner. Above
all, we must not reward the people who
got us into this mess and profited over-
whelmingly along the way. American
people deserve better; not just the al-
most 8,000 per day facing foreclosure,
but the tens of millions whose neigh-
borhoods will be harmed as a result.

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL BASKET-
BALL TEAM

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the
achievements of the Mason County
High School boys’ basketball team.
The Mason County Royals won the
Kentucky State Boys’ Basketball
Championship on March 22, 2008, at
Rupp Arena in Lexington.

The Mason County Royals defeated
the Covington Holmes Bulldogs 57-48 in
the championship game. Tournament
MVP Darius Miller scored 19 of his
game-high 24 points in the second half
of the championship, to 1lead the
Royals to victory. This year marked
the 12th time in 28 years that the
Mason County Royals advanced to the
Sweet Sixteen Tournament and the
second time the team has won the Ken-
tucky State Championship. The young
men on this team are not only cham-
pionship-caliber players, by but all ac-
counts, students and leaders who are a
credit to their community.

Finally, I want to congratulate the
coaches and fans who support the
team. Coach Chris O’Hern guided the
Royals to victory. The team also re-
ceived tremendous community support,
evidenced by 17,000 fans that traveled
to Lexington to attend the game.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in
congratulating the achievement of the
Mason County Royals on their State
championship. It’s an honor to rep-
resent this team in the United States
Congress.

———

FARM BILL CONFERENCE
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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